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There are 1.8 million children living in London.
London Play has been in the business of protecting
and promoting their right to play for 17 years, rolling
with funding cuts and society’s shifting attitudes to
children’s play.

As digital media has advanced we have moved with
it. Our Facebook page, Twitter and YouTube channels
have a reach and influence well beyond our London
focus and as a consequence we have welcomed guests
from Russia, South Korea, Columbia and Australia.
These links have widened our view of what goes

on beyond our capital and brought new insights and
perspectives to our work within it.

A consistently close contact has been with Tokyo
Play. Our relationship has grown over the years
with regular visits and catch-ups at international
events and conferences. In 2016, supported by the
International Play Association (England, Wales and
Northern Ireland) we are building a permanent link
between our two cities and nations.

The twinning of London and Tokyo: play cities,
will create new opportunities to share ideas that will
benefit children here and there for years to come.
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Children are
getting busy
with hammers
and nails

London Play’s annual Go Kart
Build and Race sees teams
of children - some who have
never even held a hammer
before - build their own go
karts from scratch and then

race them against one another.

It is a day of transformation —
for both the children and the
machines that they create.
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Why twin
for play?

Bob Hughes
Global play guru

A sure measure of the civilisation of any society is the
priority it gives to the needs of its children. And there is
no better manifestation of that priority than the recognition
given to each child’s need to play. For play underpins and
nourishes each child’s health, her education and his drive
to know and experience.

And there is no better measure of society’s love for its
children than when peoples come together to acknowledge
that need jointly, through for example, the twinning of two
great play organisations, in two great cities .

Both Tokyo and London have long associations with
children’s play, but twinning serves to re-emphasise
collectively that they both continue to argue for the things
that help play flourish - space, time and freedom.

To become the thinker, imaginer, creator, communicator,
healer, explorer and happy individual which is in embryo
in every child, is not the outcome of teaching or money,
but of the release of play in interesting spaces, causing an
explosion of ideas and energy that can only come from
playing with the Universe.
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LONDON-TOKYO
Global play cities

Tokyo and London are globall cities whose
children face similar barriers which limit their
play. Overcrowding, limited access to open
space, a heavy focus on formal learning, lack
of funding for play, fear of risk, poor air quality
and dominant traffic are just some of the
challenges which they share.

This historical event will see the cities forge
better links and support each other as they
strive for a vision of making their cities the best
places in the world for children to grow up.

Details of what twinning will involve will develop
as the relationship does but will include:

* Sharing information, experience and
ideas about how to develop better play
opportunities for children in our cities

* Play worker exchange and acting as a point
of contact for play people visiting London or
Tokyo

* Jointly promoting Article 31 of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child: the
right to rest, leisure and play

* Forging ‘virtual’ links between the two
organisations and the cities’ children via
website branding and content; and through
joint online projects and social media
collaborations

* Testimonials and support for relevant
funding applications and campaigns.

Together we will be a stronger force for play.
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HITOSHI SHIMAMURA, DIRECTOR, TOKYO PLAY
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It is an honour for us to announce here that two
world cities are twinned as “play cities’. Through
this initiative, we hope a more frequent and fruitful
exchange of information and enthusiastic people will
take place.

Tokyo has a population of 1.7 million children. We
are proud of having a number of parks over 19,000
acres, 160 play centres, 40 adventure playgrounds,
40 toy libraries and many other projects.

Unfortunately however, this alone is not evidence
of play sufficiency for children. We face a variety
of barriers and challenges which deprive children of
more play opportunities. This situation has already
had a large negative impact on children’s lives.

Through this permanent link, we need to move
forward in building a future strategy for both cities
to involve each and every sector to work on together.
The 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo will be also a
good opportunity to learn from past experience in
London in relation to play environments for children.

I hold a strong hope that this historical twinning will
not only bring a fruitful outcome, but also go beyond
both cities to other global centres for a better and
more play-friendly world.
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